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Wines of 2016

The tasters
Sarah Jane Evans MW

is chair of the 
Institute of Masters 
of Wine and the 
Decanter World Wine 
Awards Regional 
co-Chair for Spain 
and Sherry

Christelle Guibert
is Decanter’s 
international tastings 
director, with more 
than 21 years’ 
experience in the 
wine industry in 
France and the UK

Andy Howard MW
is a wine consultant 
who writes and 
judges regularly for 
Decanter. He has 30 
years’ experience as 
a buyer for retailer 
Marks & Spencer

 1 Descendientes de 
Palacios, Villa de 
Corullón, Bierzo, 
Spain 2012

£35 Hailsham Cellars, Harvey 

Nichols, Highbury Vintners, 

Laytons, VinCognito

The concentration of this wine 
is impressive. A very complex, 
individual style with a dense 
palate bursting with crunchy 
red plums, black fruit and 
cedar oak. The penetrating 
acidity of the Mencía variety is 
very well balanced by the rich 
fruit flavours plus the rasp of 
tannins and oak. Finishing with 
a lovely dark, sour cherry note, 
it is a long and memorable sip. 
Drink 2017-2021 Alcohol 14%

 3 McGuigan, Shortlist 
Semillon, Hunter 
Valley, New South 
Wales, Australia 2007

N/A UK www.mcguiganwines.

com.au

Glorious! This is what 
Australian Semillon is all 
about. It is amazingly fresh 
considering its age, with a jab 
of lime juice and beeswax on 
the nose. The piercing acidity, 
elegance and lower alcohol is 
a classic example of the unique 
characters of the Hunter Valley 
region. There are delicate 
apple characters with gunflint 
too. Still young at nine years 
old. Drink 2017-2025 Alc 11%

 2 Albert Boxler, 
Riesling, Grand Cru 
Sommerburg, 
Alsace, France 2014

£41 Armit, Lay & Wheeler

Very precise with great purity 
as well as being vivid and 
punchy. This Riesling is all 
about limes, kumquats and 
tinned peaches with a hint of 
honey too. Fresh and inviting 
with lemon and crisp apple 
characters. Toasty, savoury 
and mineral on the finish, this 
has the ability and the class to 
age many years because the 
high-acid backbone will carry 
it right on through. Drink 
2017-2023 Alc 13.5%

 4 Domaine Agapé, 
Riesling, Grand Cru 
Rosacker, Alsace, 
France 2013

£38.80 (2011) Hedonism

This is starting to show some 
real Riesling development on 
the nose and palate with confit 
lemon and that classic petrol 
note. A dazzling explosion of 
lime acidity comes in, adding 
great intensity and depth. This 
speaks of its origins with floral, 
white peach and apricot 
characters giving a finesse and 
vibrancy that ensure it will age 
very well. Drink 2017-2021  
Alc 12% ➢

1 2 3 4

The most 
exciting wines of 

2016
Decanter experts around the world named the five bottles under £55 that 
impressed them most this year. After tasting and rating the 195 nominated 

wines, and assessing them on harmony, complexity and wow factor, our three 
judges compiled the ultimate top 75 across all styles. Christelle Guibert reports

This yEAR, iNsTEAD of simply pulling together the 
top-scoring wines from our 2016 panel tastings, features 
and supplements, we have cast our net wider, by asking our 
in-house team, regular contributors and Decanter World 
Wine Awards Regional Chairs which five bottles, under 
£55, they enjoyed most over the past 12 months. 

Our experts provided a brilliant selection that showed 
real diversity, both geographically and stylistically. While 
classic regions were represented, we also had wines from 
Cyprus, Canada, israel and Japan, as well as a surprisingly 
high number of orange and amphora wines.

Over two very enjoyable days in October, i was joined by 
sarah Jane Evans MW and Andy howard MW (see below) to 
taste through the 195 nominations. As with all Decanter 
panel tastings, the wines were tasted blind; only the grape 
variety and vintage were disclosed.

This year, we wanted to pay particular attention to 

wines with ‘wow factor’. As Evans summed up: ‘We were 
looking for the most complete wines, the most individual, 
fascinating and the most genuinely enjoyable. They did not 
have to be classically perfect wines, just memorable.’ 

And memorable they certainly were, with more than 97% 
hitting the highly Recommended mark (90 points or more). 
And as most of the wines are available at independent 
merchants rather than supermarkets, this offers Decanter 
readers a great opportunity to seek out new wine shops 
and build relationships with local wine retailers. 

so if you are looking for exciting and delicious wines 
this festive season – wines that have been recommended 
personally by a Decanter expert and further endorsed for 
their wow-factor in our blind tasting – you’re guaranteed 
to find it here in one of our two lists: the top 50 still wines 
and the top 25 sparkling, off-dry, sweet and fortified wines.

We hope they’ll become some of your favourites too. 
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 5 De Martino, Viejas Tinajas 
Muscat, Itata Valley, Chile 2015
£17.49 Les Caves de Pyrène, Toasted 

A remarkable ochre hue in the 
glass gives way to vibrant grapey aromas, 
floral notes and hints of honey. There is an 
impressive weight and on the palate, 
where the tantalising Muscat character 
comes through, followed by a touch of 
earthiness on the finish. So expressive 
and inviting with a nice tannin structure. 
This has real potential as an alternative 
aperitif or as an accompaniment for 
cheese. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13%

 6 Famille Hugel, Riesling Grossi 
Laüe, Alsace, France 2010
£49.99 Berry Bros & Rudd,  

The Vintner, Vivino

A classic example of a beautiful Riesling; 
roasted peach and lime on the nose 
translate smoothly onto the palate. The 
touch of residual sugar is the perfect 
balance to the mineral acidity and ripe 
apricot fruit, providing the wine with great 
precision and tension. There is a plump, 
fleshy charm here that is refreshing, 
likeable and long, finishing on a pleasing 
honeyed tone. Drink 2017-2025 Alc 13%

 9 Jean Foillard, Côte du Py, 
Morgon, Beaujolais, France 
2013
£22-£26.49 Handford, Highbury 

Vintners, Les Caves de Pyrène, Solent Cellar

A lovely Gamay, made in a very positive, 
natural style. Lots of complexity, interest 
and purity, along with an appealing 
farmyard character plus sweet and sour 
red and black cherries. The fruit is plump 
and juicy, and there is a great balance 
between acidity and minerality so this will 
age very well. What an interesting wine! 
Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13%

 8 Domaine Cazes, Hommage, 
Côtes du Roussillon, France 
2014
N/A UK www.cazes-rivesaltes.com

This elegant Syrah has pure red cherry 
aromas with hints of herbs. The palate is 
stylish with great finesse of fresh and 
lively acidity allied to its black fruit 
concentration. The hint of tapenade on 
the finish adds even more complexity. 
This is drinking well now but will evolve 
further given another few years. A great 
wine. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

 7 Eggo, Tinto de Tiza, Gualtallary, 
Tupungato, Argentina 2014
£17.99 Hallgarten Druitt

A very complex, beautifully 
balanced blend with vibrant red- and 
blackcurrants combined with dark plums 
and a lean, mineral finish. The fruit 
character is extremely rich but is also 
bright and bouncy, exuding freshness. 
Refined and with lovely purity, this has 
great sweetness on the finish and a lifted 
hint of violets. Grown-up and very well 
done. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

 10 Zuccardi, Emma Zuccardi 
Bonarda, Uco Valley, 
Mendoza, Argentina 2013
£24.50 Cambridge Wine 

Merchants, Springwell Wines & Spirits

Very well made with complexity, depth 
and concentration. There is a lovely note 
of violet on the nose and palate, along 
with sweet fruit, vivid acidity, crunchy 
tannins and integrated oak. The purity of 
fruit is electrifying – this is a teenager full 
of energy and character, like a Beaujolais 
on steroids! An excellent example of an 
often challenging variety. Drink 2017-2021 
Alc 13.5%
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 11 Susana Balbo, 
Signature Malbec, 
Altamira, Uco Valley, 

Argentina 2014
£25 Ake & Humphris, Field & 

Fawcett, Hangingditch, Secret Cellar

A refreshing Uco Valley 
Malbec: dark plum fruits, a hint 
of violets and crisp acidity with 
raspy, leafy tannins to balance. 
Refined, classy and drinkable 
with a long aftertaste tinged 
with spices and floral notes.  
It is lively and vivid so should 
certainly age gracefully. 
Drink 2017-2022 Alc 14.5%

 15 Family Vayron, 
Château Bourgneuf, 
Pomerol, Bordeaux, 

France 2012
£35 Direct Wines

Concentration and complexity 
shine in this classy, Merlot-led 
blend. Green pepper and a 
touch of herbaceous leafiness 
is on show which gives a fresh, 
clean edge to this refined 
plummy wine. Well-integrated 
oak and glossy tannins 
characterise this classic Old 
World style. Drink 2017-2022 
Alc 14%

 13 Two Paddocks, 
Proprietor’s Reserve 
The Fusilier Pinot 

Noir, Bannockburn, Central 
Otago, New Zealand 2014
£40-£45 Haynes Hanson & Clark, 

Vagabond

Wild strawberry and raspberry 
fruit backed by restrained, 
savoury oak and delicately 
chewy tannins. Bramble fruit 
and autumn leaves give a 
complex and vibrant structure; 
just what one wants from a 
Pinot Noir. Drink 2017-2021 
Alc 13.5%

 17 Palmento Costanzo, 
Bianco di Sei, Etna, 
Sicily, Italy 2014

£30 Bat & Bottle

What a splendid discovery! 
Mainly from the Carricante 
grape, aromas of acacia honey 
plus apricot and ripe melon 
sing out. The palate is fresh 
and speaks of lemons and 
herbs, with ripe tropical fruit 
notes balanced by driving 
acidity. An attractive savoury 
complexity on the finish really 
completes this wine. Drink 
2017-2021 Alc 13%

 12 Vincent Caillé, 
Domaine le Fay 
d’Homme, 

Monnières-St-Fiacre, 
Muscadet Sèvre et Maine, 
Loire, France 2010
£20 Carte Blanche

Superb complexity, great 
freshness and real depth of 
dried herbs crisp apple, lemon 
and fennel. Amazingly fresh 
for a 2010; the creamy 
mouthfeel from the lees and a 
long, luxurious texture make 
for a wonderful experience. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 12%

 16 Weingut Bernhard 
Ott, Fass 4, Wagram, 
Niederösterreich, 

Austria 2015
POA Savage Selection

True balance between purity, 
concentration and precision. 
This has all the classic Grüner 
Veltliner characteristics: white 
pepper, ripe apricots and 
white peach in a stylish, 
squeaky-clean style. There is a 
fleshy and textured charm 
here, finishing with some 
lovely green apple acidity. 
Drink 2017-2021 Alc 12.5%

 14 Wein- und Sektgut 
Barth, Schönhell 
Riesling Grosses 

Gewächs, Rheingau, 
Germany 2014
N/A UK www.weingut-barth.de

A stunner of a Riesling! Lots of 
ripe apple fruit on top of dried 
apricot, lemon curd, beeswax 
and honey. The crisp acidity 
and lemon zest character give 
a silky, mouthwatering palate 
and a pure, elegant, long 
finish. Drink 2017-2025  
Alc 12.5%

 18 Verdier-Logel, La 
Volcanique, Côtes 
du Forez, Loire, 

France 2015
£12.49 Les Caves de Pyrène

We have that classic red fruit 
and meaty nose that can only 
be Gamay. Such an elegant 
example, showing subtle hints 
of violets and roses, followed 
by crunchy blackberry and 
cherry fruits. Complex and 
pure, this is a calling card for 
the underrated charms of 
good Gamay. Drink 2017-2019 
Alc 13% ➢
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 19 Domaine Richaud, 
Cairanne, Rhône, 
France 2014

£26 Liberty Wines, Wine Reserve

This is a rich and luscious red 
wine with oodles of sweet 
black fruit and ripe berry 
characters. The Mourvèdre 
lends structure, while the 
Carignan gives a distinctive 
blueberry allure. Hints of 
coffee and liquorice also come 
through, making it long and 
complex. This wine will not 
disappoint. Drink 2017-2021 
Alc 14.5%

 23 Giovanni Rosso, 
Serra, Barolo, 
Piedmont, Italy 

2012
£35 Highbury Vintners

This is a sophisticated 
Nebbiolo with classic notes of 
strawberry, rose petal and 
violets floating on top of 
grippy tannins and powerfully 
striking acidity. There is a 
generous fruit sweetness on 
the palate followed by a 
crunchy freshness and clear 
potential for further ageing. 
Drink 2017-2023 Alc 14%

 21 Domaine Delaporte, 
Cul de Beaujeu, 
Sancerre, Loire, 

France 2014
£31.75 Lea & Sandeman

This is a Pinot Noir made for 
pleasure. It has beguiling 
vegetal notes and a great 
combination of leafy fruit, silky 
tannins and understated oak. 
It has the concentration and 
acidity to age well and shows a 
real sweetness of fruit and an 
individual character. Drink 
2017-2023 Alc 13%

 25 Luddite, 
Saboteur White, 
Bot River, South 

Africa 2015
£20-£31 Bargain Booze, Dorset 

Wine Co, Harperwells, Highbury 

Vintners, Lance Strother, Le 

Vignoble, RS Wines, The Wine 

Reserve

Intriguing, complex blend of 
peaches, candied apricot and 
a savoury grassiness. Driving 
acidity leads to a tenacious 
vivacity of sweet spice and 
exotic fruit balanced by an oily, 
lingering mouthfeel. Lovely! 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 13%

 20 Domaine 
Guffens Heynen, 
Tris des Hauts 

des Vignes, Pouilly-Fuissé, 
Burgundy, France 2014
£40 Farr Vintners

A very elegant, classical style 
of oak-matured Chardonnay. 
The palate is clean and 
mineral, with cream and cedar 
undertones. The oak is spicy 
and stylish, joining ripe apples 
and a hint of exotic fruit on a 
long, stony finish. Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

 24 Scacciadiavoli, 
Montefalco 
Rosso, Umbria, 

Italy 2012
£11.50 The Wine Society

This is really interesting! It is 
very aromatic and bursting 
with primary fruits and 
brambles, combined with 
subtle oak maturation. It has a 
tight structure but will open 
out beautifully, and it finishes 
with a lift of acidity and rasp of 
leafy tannins. This is an 
appetising and characterful 
wine to accompany food. 
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 14.5%

 22 Château Olivier, 
Pessac-Léognan, 
Bordeaux, France 

2015
£19 (in bond) Millésima

A serious Sauvignon Blanc 
that is still young but has so 
much to give. Nettle and 
hedgerow combine with 
honey and ripe stone fruits to 
give a complex melange of 
flavours and aromas. This is 
brought together by zingy 
acidity and gunflint notes, with 
a lifted feel to the palate. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 13%

 26 Vidal Estate, 
Legacy Syrah, 
Gimblett 

Gravels, Hawke’s Bay, New 
Zealand 2014
£45 Hatch Mansfield

All the pleasure of Syrah’s 
dark, juicy black cherry fruit, 
with a hint of black olive and a 
whiff of cracked pepper to 
keep it all in balance. It has 
chewy tannins that are 
powerful and vibrant and a 
promising spicy oak note on 
the finish. Drink 2017-2021 
Alc 13.5% ➢
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 27 Mas Doix, Les 
Crestes, Priorat, 
Catalunya, 

Spain 2015
£19.90 OW Loeb & Co

Lively and youthful, this is a 
stylish, approachable and 
modern red blend with loads 
of concentrated cherry fruit 
and a blueberry Carignan note 
giving a lovely edge. Glorious 
meaty and herbal notes come 
through as well, making it a 
very enjoyable style. Drink 
2017-2020 Alc 14.5%

 31 Maxime Magnon, 
Rozeta, Hautes 
Corbières, 

Languedoc-Roussillon, 
France 2014
£25 Handford, Mission Wines

Approachable and balanced 
with bright, juicy, fresh fruits, 
this is a delicate style of wine 
with lots of sweet red cherry 
and cranberry notes. The 
crunchy acidity lends it an 
impressive intensity with a 
touch of herbal intrigue, while 
the finish is peppery and 
elegant. Highly enjoyable! 
Drink 2017-2018 Alc 13%

 29 Erwin Sabathi, 
Alte Reben 
Chardonnay 

Grosse STK Lage, 
Südsteiermark, Austria 2014
N/A UK www.sabathi.com

Youthful, smoky and a touch 
reductive on the nose, this has 
the palate structure to develop 
very well over several years. 
Orange flavours and with crisp 
acidity to balance, this has real 
depth and finishes with a 
lovely mineral edge. Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 13%

 33 Casa da 
Passarella, Villa 
Oliveira Branco, 

Dão, Portugal 2012
£42 Great Western Wine

Subtle and understated at the 
moment, this lovely wine has 
excellent potential for future 
development. There is a lot of 
spice from the oak and a hint 
of caramel, with ripe apple 
undertones and a textured, 
grainy minerality. Drink 
2018-2024 Alc 13%

 28 Kilikanoon, 
Tregea Reserve 
Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Clare Valley, 
South Australia 2012
£36-£38 Loki Wine, Oz Wines

Intense nose of ripe berry and 
currants. Despite the plush, 
sweet fruit weight, there is 
great balance between acidity, 
minerality and oak. Lots of 
work has gone into this wine 
and it shows in the glass. 
Complex and beautifully 
made, with time to develop. 
Drink 2017-2023 Alc 14%

 32 Jordan, Cobblers 
Hill, Stellenbosch, 
South Africa 2012

£24.69-£27.99 widely available 

via UK agent ABS Wine Agencies

A generous, complex wine 
filled with redcurrants and 
herbaceous notes, giving a 
leafy and peppery intensity. 
There are plenty of layers of 
velvety fruits entwined with 
ripe tannins, while a touch of 
smokiness adds interest to this 
mellow, refined blend. Drink 
2017-2020 Alc 14%

 30 Villa Bucci, 
Verdicchio 
Castelli di Jesi 

Riserva, Le Marche, Italy 2013
£36 Vini Italiani

With lemongrass freshness 
and a pleasing bitterness, this 
has plenty of Italian charm. 
Ripe apples and dried apricots 
overlap oak characters and 
mineral tones. Medium bodied 
but full of flavour, this is 
certainly memorable and has 
fine ageing potential. Drink 
2017-2021 Alc 13.5%

 34 Andre Perret, 
Condrieu, Chery, 
Rhône, France 

2014
£35.50 Justerini & Brooks

A lovely Viognier, delivering 
golden peach aromatics and a 
lovely floral intensity. There 
are lashings of stone fruit – 
particularly apricots – on the 
creamy and elegant palate. 
This is balanced by an 
appealing almond bitterness 
and notes of crystallised 
ginger that keep the alcohol in 
check. Drink 2017-2020 
Alc 14.5% ➢
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 35 Kyperounda, 
Petritis, Troodos 
Mountains, 

Limassol, Cyprus 2015
£13.99 Strictly Wine 

There is great precision of 
delicate white flower aromas 
leading onto crisp apple and 
lemon intensity on the palate. 
Broad savoury notes and an 
oily texture add complexity, 
and there is an almost meaty 
richness to it too. Herbal lift 
and pristine acidity round 
everything off nicely. Drink 
2017-2017 Alc 13%

 39 Domaine Ollier 
Taillefer, Grande 
Reserve, 

Faugères, Languedoc-
Roussillon, France 2012
£18 Old Bridge Wine

Such an expressive, individual 
wine. It certainly has lots of 
sweet fruit, but this is amply 
supported by notes of dried 
herbs, cedar and violets. 
Bacon and smoky undertones 
are complemented by black 
fruits and a decent grip of 
tannin. Drink 2017-2020 
Alc 13.5%

 37 Baumard, Clos du 
Papillon, 
Savennières, 

Loire, France 2011
£25.95 Drinkmonger

This is Chenin at its most 
classic, showing appealing wet 
wool and subtle cheese 
aromas, opening out to a 
honey and lemon palate with 
some balancing tropical fruit 
characters. Sweet spice and 
acacia undertones bring 
harmony to a rich, 
approachable and fleshy wine. 
Drink 2017-2018 Alc 14%

 41 Marqués de Riscal, 
Barón de Chirel 
Viñas Centenarias 

Verdejo, Castilla y León, 
Spain 2014
N/A UK www.marquesderiscal.

com

Demonstrates the high quality 
that Verdejo can attain. This is 
finely textured with nicely 
controlled fruit, displaying the 
lime peel and citrus-flesh edge 
of this variety. It is clearly a cut 
above many other examples, 
with sweetness from the oak 
and a long, lingering finish. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 13.5%

 36 Domaine du Petit 
Metris, 
Savennières, 

Loire, France 2010
£15-£16 Bacchanalia, D Byrne, 

Hennings, Jolly Vintner Too, Kwoff, 

Wine Poole

Still showing great freshness 
for its age, with lingering 
acidity to balance the honey 
and beeswax flavours. The 
purity and tension is still going 
strong, with dried apricot and 
ripe apple notes on top of the 
creamy texture. Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 14%

 40 Casa Marin, 
Cipreses 
Vineyard 

Sauvignon Blanc, San 
Antonio Valley, Chile 2015
£25.50 Haymarket Hotel, Morrish 

& Banham, The Drink Shop 

Ultra-crisp on the palate, this 
has drive, finesse and purity, 
combined with real minerality 
and texture on the palate. Very 
aromatically typical Sauvignon 
Blanc with green pea notes 
and a touch of sweet fruit. The 
dazzling acidity will carry it 
through to develop very well. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 12.5%

 38 Weingut Schloss 
Gobelsburg, 
Lamm Reserve, 

Kamptal, Austria 2012
£32 Hedonism

A confident, plump expression 
of Grüner Veltliner. White 
pepper and white peach 
flavours come through but 
with added complexity from 
the oak giving a richness often 
lacking in many Grüners. 
Individual in style, with 
development evident and yet 
still with a few years left yet. 
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13.5%

 42 Savage, 
Sauvignon 
Blanc-Semillon, 

Western Cape, South Africa 
2014
£29.50 AC Gallie, Love Wine

The bright, grassy Sauvignon 
Blanc character really stands 
out on the nose with an added 
earthy note from the Semillon. 
Tropical fruit flavours are 
balanced by citrus acidity and 
a creamy, oily texture. Ripe 
green apples intertwine with 
herbaceous undertones.  
A beautiful wine. Drink 
2017-2019 Alc 14% ➢
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 43 Cape Chamonix, 
Reserve Pinot 
Noir, 

Franschhoek, Western Cape, 
South Africa 2014
£20.45-£25 widely available via 

UK agent ABS Wine Agencies

A lighter style of Pinot, with 
classic ripe plum and sweet 
strawberry fruit but also a hint 
of vegetal allure. Excellent 
purity of crunchy fruit flavours 
and finishing with a savoury 
touch from well-integrated 
oak. A fantastic food wine. 
Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

 47 Cantina Terlano, 
Quartz Sauvignon 
Blanc, Terlano, 

Alto Adige, Italy 2014
£36 Astrum, Field & Fawcett, 

Hedonism, Highbury Vintners, Vini 

Italiani

A lively wine with considerable 
concentration on the palate of 
pungent, grassy, nettley fruit. 
The herbaceous earthy 
undertones are backed by an 
oily texture, and it finishes 
with lime-driven acidity and a 
lick of minerality. Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

 45 Hacienda 
Monasterio, 
Ribera del 

Duero, Spain 2011
POA Berry Bros & Rudd

Loads of sweet black fruits 
dominate the palate on this 
ripe Tempranillo. Impressive in 
its fruit purity and clever use 
of oak, it is a hefty and showy 
wine. Vanilla oak overlay and 
undertones of blackcurrant 
shine through, and you can see 
a lot of work has clearly gone 
into this. Drink 2017-2022 
Alc 15%

 49 Grace, Koshu 
Private Reserve, 
Katsunuma, 

Yamanashi, Japan 2015
£20-£22 Great Wines Direct, 

Hailsham Wine Cellars, Hard to Find 

Wine, Harperwells, Le Vignoble, 

Luvians, Noel Young, Selfridges, 

Symposium Fine Wine

Koshu is becoming ever more 
European, ever more aromatic. 
Here the palate is full of juicy 
sweet apple fruit, lemon zest 
intensity and sherbet acidity.  
It is elegant and fresh and 
finishes on a very mineral note. 
Drink 2017-2021 Alc 11.5%

 44 Château Gloria, 
St-Julien, 
Bordeaux, 

France 2008
£34 Lea & Sandeman

A cooler, slightly herbal nose 
with a leafy, grainy edge. The 
use of oak is subtle and it adds 
a touch of peppery spice to 
the palate. Although rather 
old-fashioned in style, this is a 
classy and refined Cabernet 
Sauvignon-dominated wine 
with the potential to age 
gracefully for several years to 
come. Drink 2017-2021 Alc 13%

 48 Bachelder, 
Wismer 
Vineyards 

Windfield Block 1, Twenty 
Mile Bench, Niagara, Ontario, 
Canada 2013
N/A UK www.thomasbachelder.

com

Creamy lees aromas flow from 
the glass with some exotic 
fruit characters too. The palate 
provides a lovely combination 
of minerals, orange zest, hints 
of wood maturation and 
cleansing acidity. All very 
refined and in great harmony. 
Drink 2017-2024 Alc 13%

 46 Domaine 
Ostertag, 
Riesling, 

Muenchberg Grand Cru 
Alsace, France 2014
£34.90 Berry Bros & Rudd, 

Highbury Vintners 

A very refined style of Riesling 
with delicate, smoky aromatics 
and a lean mineral character to 
the palate that gives it real 
freshness and elegance. Very 
floral with a hint of acacia plus 
a zingy, lingering acidity on 
the finish. Drink 2017-2022 
Alc 13.5%

 50 Sandhi, Sanford 
& Benedict 
Chardonnay, 

Sta Rita Hills, Santa Barbara 
County, California, USA 2014
£42 Vincognito

There is a richness on the 
palate here which combines 
well with the fresh acidity and 
classy use of oak. It is ripe and 
creamy, with nutty characters 
as well as ripe apple fruit and 
sweet spice. A refreshing 
example of oaked Chardonnay 
with lively acidity to prolong 
its ageing. Drink 2017-2022 
Alc 13% ➢
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Top 25 fizz, demi-sec, sweet & fortified

 1 Bodegas Rey, Fernando 
de Castilla, Antique Palo 
Cortado, Jerez, Spain NV
£30-£35/500ml D Byrne  

& Co, Drinkmonger, Hangingditch, 

Harrods, Hawkshead, Highbury 

Vintners, Solent Cellar, Slurp, 

Woodwinters

Deep in aromatic intensity and 
equally powerful in the mouth. 
Great combination of raisins, 
orange blossom and beeswax, 
with a very distinct nuttiness. 
Dry and pure on the palate 
with the driving energy of 
hazelnuts, mocha, liquorice 
and considerable zestiness. 
This is really terrific! Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 20%

 3 Golan Heights 
Winery, Yarden 
Heightswine 
Gewurztraminer, 

Galilee, Israel 2012
N/A UK www.golanwines.co.il

This Gerwurztraminer is 
aromatic with classic rose 
petal and lychee intensity. The 
sweetness is balanced 
wonderfully by fresh and lively 
acidity. On the palate there are 
crystallised lemon and orange 
characters with a touch of 
tropical fruit, quince jelly and 
elderflower. Harmonious and 
pretty, this is a glorious sweet 
wine to be savoured. Drink 
2017-2025 Alc 12%

 2 Szepsy, Szamorodni 
Tokaji, Tokaj, 
Hungary 2012
£44/500ml Hedonism, 

Huntsworth Wine, Selfridges, Top 

Selection

A beautiful botrytised wine 
with hints of mushroom on the 
nose combined with orange 
zest, quince and marmalade. 
This translates through to the 
palate where golden peach 
and candied fruit are added.  
It is wonderfully balanced with 
lower alcohol and high acidity 
to match the high sugar levels. 
So fresh and alive, and most 
importantly, very drinkable. 
Drink 2017-2027 Alc 11.5%

 4 Domaine des 
Chênes, Rivesaltes 
Ambré, Languedoc-
Roussillon, France 

2006
£17.83 OW Loeb

Sun-dried raisin notes and a 
brilliant richness – such a 
glorious balance between high 
sugar and acidity levels. The 
walnut and vanilla flavours 
from the oak are intense and 
complex, followed by a lovely 
lift of acidity. There is an 
enjoyable oxidative character 
resembling a sweeter Sherry 
style making this individual 
and hugely interesting. Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 17%

1 2 3 4

 5 Quinta do Crasto, Late Bottled 
Vintage Port, Portugal 2011
£14.95-£15.95 Great Western Wine, 

Hawkshead, Just in Cases, Slurp

Chocolate, morello cherry and black fruit 
notes are complemented by liquorice, 
clove and sweet baking spices. A really 
luscious example of LBV that has 
sumptuous complexity and balance. Very 
approachable now but it has plenty of 
years ahead of it as it is harmonious and 
structured. High-class stuff. Drink 
2018-2030 Alc 20%

 6 Equipo Navazos, La Bota de 
Amontillado 58, Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda, Spain NV
£46-£48.50 Alliance Wine, Solent 

Cellar, The Sampler, Uncorked

A very stylish, multi-layered amontillado. 
Quince and orange blossom aromas with 
a distinct smokiness on the deep and 
complex palate. Expressive walnut and 
grilled almond flavours give a lovely 
intensity on top of the candied apricot 
fruit. There is a silky richness here with 
great balance between concentration, 
freshness and lively acidity. Drink 
2017-2022 Alc 18.5%

 9 Yalumba, Museum Muscat, 
Rutherglen, South Eastern 
Australia NV
£13-£16/375ml Amazon UK, Fraziers, 

Harrogate Fine Wine, Just in Cases, Love Wine, 

ND John, Stone Vine & Sun, Virgin Wine

So aromatic! This is full of raisins, prunes 
and dried figs with a hint of burnt sugar 
and roasted nuts from the integrated oak. 
Luscious and luxurious with muscovado 
sweetness and a seam of lime running 
through, giving just enough acidity to 
balance. Extremely concentrated and 
treacly, it is a delicious drop to drink in 
small doses. Drink 2017-2025 Alc 18%

 8 Mullineux, Straw Wine, 
Stellenbosch, South Africa 2015
£27.95/375ml Berry Bros & Rudd, 

Vincognito

There’s quite a savoury note to this sweet 
dessert wine, where all the elements are 
in equilibrium thanks to great finesse from 
the high-toned lemon acidity. It delivers 
beautifully honeyed aromas and real 
focus and power of sweet quince fruit, 
rich and luscious marmalade characters 
and a hint of mushroom on the finish. Will 
age beautifully for many years. Drink 
2017-2030 Alc 10%

 7 Gusbourne, Blanc de Blancs, 
Kent, England 2012
£36.95-£39.99 Berry Bros & Rudd, 

Drinkmonger, Goedhuis, Gusbourne, 

Highbury Vintners, Justerini & Brooks, Lea & 

Sandeman, Secret Cellar, Selfridges, Tanners, 

Uncorked

Lots of complexity on the nose and palate: 
refined brioche aromas and white fruit 
intensity in a powerful, focused style. It is 
thrillingly zesty, structured and weighty 
so it has the ability to age well. There is a 
hint of wood ageing on this savoury, 
textured style. Fine mousse and excellent 
length too. Drink 2017-2020 Alc 12%

 10 Henriques & Henriques, 
15 Year Verdelho, Madeira, 
Portugal NV
£19.95-£24.50 Cambridge 

Wine Merchants, Drinkmonger, Hard to Find Wine, 

Nickolls & Perks, Soho Wine Supply, Waitrose

A splendidly intense walnut nose with a 
flash of marmalade and caramel flowing 
effortlessly onto fresh flavours of lemon 
and orange zest. Brown sugar and raisin 
notes lie underneath the vibrant and fresh 
palate and there’s candied fruit and lime 
lingering on the finish. It is everything you 
want from a Verdelho Madeira, witha long 
life ahead. Drink 2017-2025 Alc 18.5% ➢
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 11 Graham’s, Quinta do 
Malvedos, Vintage 
Port, Portugal 2004

£23.99-£31.50 Fortnum & Mason, 

Harrods, Majestic, Solent Cellar, 

Tanners

Heaps of prunes and black 
fruit enveloping the nose and 
palate. Sweetness mingles 
with spices in a swirling 
melange of complexity, 
supported by crisp acidity and 
structured tannins. This is truly 
delicious now but could age 
well for 10 years and more. 
Drink 2017-2030 Alc 20%

 19 Henriot, 
Champagne, 
France 2006

£38.33-£55 Latitude Wine, 

Millésima

Burgundian-style aromas of 
struck match followed by fresh 
pastry notes on the palate. 
This is a finely balanced and 
elegant Champagne that has 
great vivacity without being 
overly intense. A delicious 
vintage Champagne with the 
right amount of dosage and 
incredible tension. Drink 
2017-2018 Alc 12%

 15Dr H Thanisch, Erben 
Müller-Burggaef, 
Berncasteler Doctor, 

Riesling Spätlese, Mosel, 
Germany 2014
£42.50 Caviste, New Generation 

McKinley

A lovely wine with a stone fruit 
character and floral intensity. 
It unfolds in layers of lime zest, 
candied fruit and honey, with 
minerality running through it. 
The acidity cuts through the 
honeyed richness and marks 
this out as great quality. 
Drink 2017-2025 Alc 8%

 23 Pereira 
D’Oliveira, 
Colheita Malvasia, 

Madeira, Portugal 1990
£55 Cambridge Wine Merchants, 

Divine, Good Wine Shop, Handford, 

Noble Green, Oxford Wine Co, 

Savage Selection, Ten Green 

Bottles, Theatre of Wine

Intense smoke, prune, coffee 
and sous-bois aromas. The 
flavours of burnt sugar 
combine with crisp acidity and 
rich, raisined notes to give a 
wine that is alive and fresh. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 20%

 13 Domaine Huet,  
Le Mont Demi-Sec, 
Vouvray, Loire, 

France 2014
£30 Hard to Find Wine

Classic Chenin aromas of wet 
wool and beeswax with great 
concentration of exotic and 
candied fruit on top of honey 
and acacia on the palate. The 
fresh, orange zest acidity 
balances the touch of 
sweetness. This will evolve and 
improve for several years. 
Drink 2017-2024 Alc 13%

 21 Framingham, Select 
Riesling, Wairau 
Valley, Marlborough, 

New Zealand 2015
£18.49-£19.99 Excel Wines, Les 

Caves de Pyrène

Intense, precise and with 
lovely purity, this is a smashing 
Riesling. There is a slight 
petrol character on the nose 
tinged with floral notes and 
white stone fruits. The palate 
boasts crystalline sweetness 
allied with glorious acidity. 
Lovely now but will age well. 
Drink 2017-2027 Alc 8.5%

 17 Weingut Dönnhoff, 
Norheimer Dellchen 
Riesling Auslese, 

Nahe, Germany 2013
£26.45 Armit, Berry Bros & Rudd, 

BI Wine, Cru London, Four Walls 

Wine, Howard Ripley, Justerini & 

Brooks, Seckford Wines, Uncorked

Pure apple charm, together 
with botrytis notes of candied 
apricot, honey and delicate 
elderflower. The beautiful and 
precise lime acidity slices 
through the sweetness and 
leaves your palate fresh as a 
daisy. Drink 2017-2026 Alc 8%

 25 Gosset, Grande 
Reserve, 
Champagne, 

France NV
£45-£49 Amps Fine Wines, Berry 

Bros & Rudd, Bon Coeur, Great 

Grog, Handford, Noel Young, 

Wadebridge Wines, Weavers of 

Nottingham, Wine Utopia

Enticing, toasty brioche notes 
spring from the glass. Red 
apple flavours and fine acidity 
join creamy, floral notes and a 
persistent mousse. A lovely 
Champagne of high quality. 
Drink 2017-2018 Alc 12%

 12 Veuve Clicquot, 
Champagne, France 
2008

£43.33-£54.99 Drinkmonger, 

Harrods, Millésima, Selfridges, 

Tanners

Elegant and complex 
Champagne with plenty of fine 
mousse and flavours of toast, 
smoke and roasted fruit notes 
to balance the fresh acidity.  
A refined and refreshing full- 
bodied wine in a gastronomic 
style with the potential to 
drink well for many years. 
Drink 2017-2021 Alc 12%

 20 Chäteau Doisy 
Védrines, 
Sauternes, 

Bordeaux, France 2009
£48.20 Haynes Hanson & Clark

This is a really enjoyable sweet 
wine with plenty of attractive 
botrytis elements. Beeswax 
and marmalade permeate the 
nose and palate, while apricots 
and quinces dance daintily on 
top. There is real purity and 
great intensity of fruit, with a 
touch of spice on the finish. 
Drink 2017-2024 Alc 14%

 16 Tomac, Pjenusac 
Amfora Brut Nature, 
Plesivica, Croatia 

2010
N/A UK www.tomac.hr

There is a rustic and oxidised 
note here with hints of burnt 
orange caramel, savoury 
toasted notes and flecks of 
autumn fruits enlivened by 
crisp acidity. It is a complex 
style, pushing the boundaries 
and giving a fresh attack of 
liquorice and marmalade and 
finishing with a grip of tannin. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 12.5%

 24 Equipo Navazos, 
La Bota de 
Manzanilla 55, 

Jerez, Spain NV
£23.80-£26 DBM Wines, 

Springwell, Solent Cellar, The 

Sampler

Appetising dried fruit and 
walnut aromas with a woody 
intensity in the background. 
Raisin and caramel flavours 
come to the fore with the 
finesse of roasted almonds. 
Ultra-dry and crisp on the 
finish to refresh your palate. 
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 18.5%

 14 Donnafugata, Ben 
Ryé, Passito di 
Pantelleria, Sicily, 

Italy 2012
£32-£37.60/375ml 
Drinkmonger, Harrods, Hedonism, 

Liberty Wines, WineTrust100

Intense aromas of burnt 
marmalade with a lusciously 
textured, limpid palate of 
raisined fruits, prunes and 
smoky walnuts. A rich, 
showstopping style with 
memorable appeal. Drink 
2017-2025 Alc 14.5%

 22 Weingut Max 
FerdRichter, 
Brauneberger 

Juffer-Sonnenuhr Riesling 
Auslese, Mosel, Germany 
2015
£26-£27 Drinkmonger, 

Montrachet Fine Wines

Delicious honeyed sweetness 
balanced by thrilling acidity, 
this is a refined and refreshing 
Riesling that is concentrated 
and long. Beautiful drinking 
now but this has some serious 
potential to age very well. 
Drink 2017-2026 Alc 7%

 18 Wiston Estate, 
Blanc de Blancs, 
South Downs, 

Sussex, England 2010
£39.95 Corney & Barrow, Wiston 

Estate

This enchanting, slightly rustic 
sparkling wine has hints of wet 
wool on top of delicate, crisp 
apple fruit. Underneath there 
is an intriguing savoury 
brioche note entwined with 
roasted golden peaches. Very 
stylish and sweetly spiced, this 
is enormously enjoyable. 
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 12%

What were your favourite 
wines of 2016? Were 
some of them the same as 
ours, or do you have a 
wine discovery to share 
with other Decanter 
readers? Write to us at 
editor@decanter.com


